Introduction
The efficiency of pigmeat production is based on a high fertility of sows. The heritability of fertility is lower than of other traits in pigs. Heritability estimates, found in different investigations are ranging from 0.1 to 0.18 (CHRISTENSEN 1983) .
The slight attention paid to the improvement of fertility characteristics in breeding programmes is most likely due to the low heritability of these traits. The high influence of environment has led to an improvement of management factors rather than genetic ones in pigs.
The pig breeding programme (Herd book rules) used in Finland has minimum requirements for litter size. To (1982) from Swedish pig breeds. In their data a positive correlation was found between on-farm testing age and farrowing age (0.09 by Landrace and 0.27 by Large White). MORRIS (1975) found that the feed conversion rate and the growth rate were positively correlated to litter size and weight, whereas a negative correlation was obtained between slaughter losses and litter size.
The fat thickness showed only a slight relation to the fertility traits. On the other hand, JOHANSSON and KENNEDY (1982) reported a strong unfavourable correlation between fat thickness and fertility. According to JOHANSSON (1983) the sexual maturity by pigs is connected to the fat content of body.
Contradictory to above mentioned findings, MORRIS (1975) (HILL 1982) .
The results found in this study indicate that progress can be made in fertility traits without losses in growth performance and carcase traits. 
